FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
Butte Chinese Collection Returns Home After 65 Years.

Butte and Virginia City - After an absence of sixty-five years, an irreplaceable part of Butte’s history makes its return to the mining city.  The Montana Heritage Commission, created in 1997 to manage and preserve the former Bovey Restorations properties in Virginia and Nevada City, has been working with the Butte’s Mai Wah Society for more than a year to broker the return of an extensive collection of Chinese material culture.  On Thursday afternoon December 23rd the Montana Heritage Commission made the loan official.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to Butte!
Purchased by Charles Bovey in 1946 these items were the remaining inventory and personal items in Butte’s Wah Chong Tai Company and Mai Wah Noodle Parlor.  Their departure from The Mai Wah building in 1946 marked the final exodus of Butte’s Chinese population.  They represent a range of items from clothing, spices, and herbal medicines, to retail furniture and household religious items. Much of the retail merchandise is “new old stock” with many grocery items represented.  Of Particular interest is Kwan Gung a personal or familial Chinese war-god and protective idol.  Kwan arrived in Butte with much celebration in 18-- .  Other significant items are the variety of original retail furnishings that will be returned to their historic home on Mercury Street. The state of Montana acquired these items with the purchase of Bovey holdings in 1997.  

The duration of the loan is five years.   The Mai Wah Society is federally recognized  nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve and interpret Asian history in Southwest Montana. The Museum is located in the old Mai Wah Noodle Parlor and Wah Chong Tai buildings at 17 Mercury Street, the heart of Butte’s historic Chinatown.  The loan consists of more than 2,500 objects and is believed to be the largest loan of this kind in Montana’s history. These items have direct historical ties to Butte. In exchange the Mai Wah Society will assist the MHC in the construction of a historically accurate exhibit of Chinese Culture in Alder Gulch c. 1870.  The general purpose of the loan is for research and education

Contact: 
Mai Wah President, Robert Edwards 406-498-2764 

Montana Heritage Commission Chair, Marilyn Ross 406-843-5247 
###
