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29, 2025: The Year of the Snake

Year 2025 is the “Year of the Snake:”
Mai Wah to hold Chinese New Year Parade

host Butte America’s annual Chinese

New Year Parade, which has been de-
scribed as the shortest, loudest, and
(sometimes) coldest parade in Montana. We
plan to hold the event on Saturday, February
1, 2025, from 3:00-4:30 p.m. Stay tuned to
our Facebook page for the latest updates. This |
is the first Saturday after the Lunar New 7
Year’s official start with the new moon on
January 29.

T he Mai Wah Society will, once again,

Lunar New Year 2025 finds us

celebrating the “Year of the Snake.” Snakes
are the sixth animal of the Chinese zodiac.
According to legend, Snake hitched a ride on
the horse’s leg in the celestial race for the order Legend of the White Snake
of the zodiac. i

painting from the Summer Palace in Beijing

People born in the Year of the Snake set clear

goals and work hard to achieve them. They are also sensitive to others’ feelings, form good friendships
with people born under the sign of Ox or Rooster, and become secret friends with those born in a Monkey
year.

Snake stories and references are common in Chinese mythology, and Chinese kids grow up learning some
variation of the Legend of the White Snake. It’s a romance story and one version begins when two snakes
from Mount Emei transform into young women. Bai Suzhen, the white snake woman, falls in love with and
marries Xu Xian. Bai Suzhen drinks a potion that reveals her true form and poor Xu dies of shock. Bai steals a
magical plant to revive Xu, but upon waking he fears his snake-wife and is imprisoned by a Buddhist monk.
Bai and her friend, the green snake woman Xiaoqing, lose a battle to free Xu. When Xu realizes Bai’s love for
him, he quits worrying about her snake-nature, escapes the temple, and rejoins Bai. The monk is relentless in
pursuing Bai and eventually imprisons her under a pagoda. Before imprisonment, Bai had child who is raised
by green snake woman. The child learns magic from her and eventually frees his mother. We might find vari-
ous lessons in the White Snake legend: repression of women in ancient China, a celebration of love that over-
comes social constraints, and male fear of female seduction are all possible readings.


http://www.maiwah.org/

tival: Celebrate the Harvest

istorically, Butte’s Chinese-American

community celebrated many tradi-

tional holidays from their homeland.
Over the years, the Mai Wah Society has re-
vived these celebrations, beginning with the
Chinese Lunar New Year Parade, then Qing-
ming (“Tombsweeping”), and most recently
the Moon Festival. Also called Mid-Autumn
Festival it celebrates the harvest through fam-
ily gatherings, hanging brightly colored lan-

terns, and eating a special pastry known as | i“ﬁﬁ‘; e
mooncakes. B EEEY smga - semmER 65
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This year’s celebration was notable for many
reasons. First of all, Shari Curtis, a board member
and librarian, set up a paper lantern making activ-
ity that brought a lot of parents and children to
our celebration. Next, Shihua Chen Brazill, a
Chinese-American who is a professor with Mon-
tana Tech, read the traditional poems, “Thoughts in the Silent Night” by Li Bai and “The Moon Festi-
val” by Su Shi. Then in a lucky coincidence, a visiting Chinese exchange student happened to be in
Butte. She and Shihua sang the popular song, “The Moon Represents my Heart” by Teresa Tang.

David Stonehocker, Mai Wah President, hangs lanterns
made by kids for the Moon Festival.
Screenshot from CCTV production by Rick Liu.

Throughout the day, the museum and then the festivities were featured in a story by television journalist
Rick Liu of CGTN (China Global Television Network, a division of CCTV). Mr. Liu explained the his-
tory and nature of the museum, led the camera to some key exhibits, and interviewed children and
filmed participants at the Moon Festival. You can find .0 o

the story at tv.cctv.com/2024/09/17/ VIDEx- Mevcantile

TeESMS8OHTRLrQvNtGPv240917. ol
shtm1?spm=C55953877151.PnBse TLNFz7W.0.0

A Visitor and Shihua Chen Brazill sing a duet of “The Moon Pat Munday and Shihua Chen Brazill read traditional
Represents my Heart” poems in Mandarin and English



ng Poetry Reading

n July 27" the Mai Wah Museum hosted Shelley

Wong, a 4™ generation Chinese American Poet.” Ms.

Wong has many awards and accolades some including
National Book Award for Poetry, Lambda Literary Award and
Anthology of Asian American Women Poets. Her mission is.
“Writing poems to affirm other people like me, who have felt
unseen and unheard in literary and artistic spaces. I am inter-
ested in the transformative possibilities of a poem, the lyric,
free verse forms, the field of a page, and how poetry intersects
with other forms of art. Poetry is for everyone, and we are in
the golden age of poetry because of the people of color writing
today.” It was an honor to host such a talented Chinese Ameri-
can artist for the Mai Wah Event.

utte’s premier preservation contractor, Rex

Builders, is again at work at the Mai Wah/

Wah Chong Tai building, this time rehabili-
tating the windows and doors on the two side eleva-
tions. It’s a sizeable project made possible by gener-
ous donations from YOU our supporters and grant
funds from the City-County Government of Butte-
Silver Bow’s Urban Revitalization Agency. Comple-
tion of the project will bring efforts to secure the
building’s exterior envelope and preserve its historic
architectural character to a highly successful conclu-
sion. It also will allow the Mai Wah Society to focus
its attention on implementing much needed upgrades
to the building’s interior and developing new exhib-
1ts.

Electrical Project

ince opening in the early 1990s, the Mai Wah/Wah

Chong Tai building has been without electricity on the

upper floor where the historic Mai Wah Noodle Parlor
restaurant was located. The outdated knob-and-tube wiring
was deemed unsafe and simply disconnected from the circuit.
We are in the process of obtaining bids for the top floor wiring
project as well as some additional outlets, switches, and up-
grades in other parts of the building. Having power on the top
floor will greatly enhance our various exhibits there. Stay
tuned for more news about this in 2025!

hab Continues

Top floor windows and kitchen door on west side are fin-

ished, work continues on lower floors.
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of the Qing Ming (“Tomb Sweeping Day”) holiday. The ceremony and festivities are held in the

I |: ach year, the Mai Wah Society commemorates Butte’s Chinese American legacy with a celebration
Chinese section of Butte’s Mount Moriah Cemetery.

Offerings of food and wine at the funerary platform Kite flying after the ceremony

Bow Library Partnership

in Butte and Montana. For every major event at the Mai Wah (New Year, Tomb Sweeping, Lantern

Festival) the library produces take-n-make kits. Each kit contains information about the event in
Chinese culture, the details of the local event, a broad history of the Chinese in Butte, and a craft for the
family to make together. The library performs its educational mission by providing families access to local
history and culture. It also involves local people with the Mai Wah and our events. This partnership brings

the community together .

T he Mai Wah Society partners with the Butte Public Library to teach the history of the Chinese here

A dragon for the Chinese New Year Parade Lantern craft for the Moon Festival



tory

ai Wah board member Mark Johnson, along with his son Thomas Johnson and illustrator Rich
Lee, are at work producing an illustrated history of Montana’s Chinese communities. The pro-
ject is supported by The Foundation for Montana History and the Mai Wah Society.

Climbing Gold Mountain takes Johnson’s archival research to a broader audience, reimagining it in a

vivid and engaging visual format. The book explores how Chinese migrants navigated challenges in hos-

tile environments, supported families back in China, and fought for their rights while bridging cultural

divides to make a home in Montana.

The project’s illustrator, Rich Lee, brings expertise and sensitivity as an Asian American artist, ensuring
the characters and culture are depicted with dignity and authenticity. Together, Mark, Thomas, and Rich
aim to create a compelling narrative that highlights the struggles, successes, and enduring legacy of
Montana’s Chinese communities. By sharing these often overlooked stories through this visual format,
Montana’s diverse history will be available to a broader audience.

Stay tuned for updates on Climbing Gold Mountain, and join us in celebrating the rich, layered history of
Chinese Montanans!

THE CHINATOWN
FEATURED SHOPS,
RESTAURANTS,
LAUNPRIES, CHINESE
DOCTORS, AND
EVEN A TEMPLE.

I'M NEW HERE.

CAN YOU HELP ME
FIND WORK?

SURE! PO YoUu
WANT LAUNDRY
OR RESTAURANT
WORK? MAYBE
FARMING LIKE

I HEAR THERE'S
GOOD MONEY
IN MINING. MY
BROTHER (S MINING
IN A PLACE CALLED
ROCK SPRINGS.

WE'RE BANNED
FROM BUTTE'S
MINES...
ROCK SPRINGS?
YOUu'D BETTER TALK
TO QUON Loy.
HE'S OUR
LEADER HERE.




i Wah Society Supporters

hank you to our donors for supporting the Mai Wah Society. We have three supporter (donor) levels:
$25, $50, and $100 and more. Please consider once again supporting us with your donation for 2024.
You can use the donation form in this newsletter or visit our website at www.maiwah.org.

We also appreciate additional donations including those from corporate giving programs and local

businesses. Happy Year of the Snake!

Supporters for 2024

$100 and more level $50 level

Julie Bushmaker Ann & Phelps Anderson
Joyce Chinn Linda Dutcher

John (Griff) & Kim Davidson Celine & Steve Fisher
Albert Farrington Kay McAllister

Richard Gibson

Gretchen Geller & Butch Gerbrandt
Sandra Gong & Victor Sloan
Laurence Huie FBO Huie Family Trust
Beth Judy

Janis Kartman

Christine J Lay

Thomas and Jeanna Nance

Winnie Nishimine

Yvonne & Robert Oliger

Bill Simer & Renee' Rolando
Ginger So

Debbie & Larry Smith

Bar Beth S Orphan
Bill Simer & Renee' Rolando

$25 level

Natalie Storey

Chinese New Year Blessing Donors

BSB Employees and Courthouse
Historic Weaving

Homestake Pub and Grub
Hungry Hill

Imagine Butte

Ingraham Environmental

Insty Prints

Jade Studio-

KBMF Radio

M &M

Main Stope Gallery

Miners Hotel

National Association of Affordable Housing
Oro Fino

Phoenix Art Alliance

Pita Pit

Saffron

Saturday Donuts

Square Ped

Taco Del Sol

The Wine Cellar

Tribe Yoga

Uptown Mainstreet Association
Wein’s Men'’s Store




DONATION FORM

MAIWAH
MUSEUM

BUTTE, MONTANA

Memberships and donations to the Mai Wah help make possible all the programs we
have from tours to special educational programs to new exhibits. The Mai Wah Society
is a 501(c)3 non-profit, so donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

The Mai Wah Board is very financially responsible with our funds. In a cost savings effort fo
maximum the leverage of donations we are offering donors a choice to receive the annual
newsletter via mail or email. If you wish to receive the newsletter via email, please include an
email below. Being included in the email list you will also receive special event information
about 4 times a year.

NAME

ADDRESS

City, State, Zip

Phone

E-mail

Donation Level

O $25
O $50

[0 $100 or more

Amount enclosed for donation:

Please make check payable to Mai Wah Society
and send to
P.O. Box 404, Butte, MT 59703

Thank You! 5t
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